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The Houston Coating Society was formed in 1956 to educate the painters and others in new trades, techniques, coatings and materials that were being developed. Surface preparation by sand blasting was a big deal and so Clemtex’ Jim Bennett gave talks in grades of sand and equipment use.

Lou Sline was an important factor in starting and supporting the Coating Society and his people like Charlie Fox, Dick Lach, Wheeler Clark attended the meetings.  Paul Knobloch, Bill Courtney, Earl Lester, Bob Schmidt and Chuck Wills were also instrumental in early promotions. Lou Sline was also behind the I.M.I. (Instrumental Maintenance Institute) and even though it is not as active as it used to be, it is an ongoing organization.

Charlie Fox gave a talk in estimating at a hotel in Texas live across from the bus station. I had worked for Sline so I knew Charlie and had the greatest respect for him as a businessman and person.  Charlie mentioned during his talk that a contractor had to make a fair profit to stay in business and we heard “fair profit” a couple more times. At the Q & A I asked Charlie just what was a fair profit and his answer “more”. 

Bill Stanler with W. D. Gunnels gave a talk in rigging at John’s Restaurant on South Main and Jack Mobley drove in from Port Lavaca to hear what he had to say.  Before the Q & A Bill said he hoped he hadn’t offended anybody. Of course I had to pop up and say “Hell Bill how can you offend anybody when you didn’t say anything!”  Bill later hired me to run out of town jobs and I stayed with him until January 1960 when I left to start American Powerstage Co.

The meetings in the 50’s and 60’s were lively gatherings and the Q & A would often last longer than the presentation.  We were all learning and most importantly sharing information for the betterment of the industry.

Ed Oakes, Dusty Rhodes, Jim Bennett and other from Clemtex not only were supporters but made interesting presentations. One of the things that became apparent to me was that sometimes the speaker didn’t really elaborate in a point or didn’t even cover one that I thought  was important.  Since theses guys weren’t professional speakers it was understandable so I took it upon myself to help clarify what was either said or intended to be said.  After all we were all there to learn first and specialize second.

Over the years people like Jim Walsh, Pete Rossy, David Landry, Charlie Fritz, Joe Renick, Jim Seiffertt, Jim Bennett, Clyde Ward, Harvey Duke, Jack Mobley and others always returned my phone calls and were helpful in answering a question or referring me to someone who could.  And of course there guys attended the meeting too so you got to know them better.

During the 60’s I traveled a lot so didn’t always make the meetings however I did make some presentations in rigging and water blasting.  I didn’t want to be on the Board of Directors because my business came first.  Later on Jack Cook put Jack Mobley, Archie Slaughter and I on his board but at that time I was in a different business all together so had some extra time. But since I wasn’t in that industry I refused to be an officer.

Meetings were held at the Hickory Steakhouse, John’s Restaurant, Carossel Motel, a bank on Wayside and Texas Ave, The Ramada Airport Inn and Bill Williams.  Sometime in the late 50’s Lou Sline brought a guy from Monsanto I believe in St. Louis to give a talk in pressure with cleaning before repainting and even between coats. They were using around 1500 p.s.i. and found out that paint jobs would last longer if surface contaminants were flushed off with water pressure.  At Monsanto Texas City we might hose off a tank before spot priming and over coating. Dow in Freeport were believers in ospho. Humble Oil was big in wire wheel buffing.

Bill Farely was a super salesman for I believe a product called micro seal that was an asphalt mastic.   I met Bill in the early 50’s and he could almost make you believe that micro seal was a substitute for sand.  You could apply micro seal and just about forget ever painting again.  He sold tons of that stuff. 

The only thing wrong with micro seal is that pin holes would permit the steel to rust anyway. When a couple of tank tops failed the customers decided to remove the micro and try something else.  Removing the Mastic was next to impossible. If the Mastic was in decent shape sand blasting was better than scraping but 200’ a day was about all you could do. Lou Sline started water blasting with 3500 to 4000 p.s.i. and it was the only solution to removing the mastic.

American Powerstage was started in 1960 to make rigging devices and power driven stages and allow the American Water Blaster.  It was my contribution that if we had 6000 p.s.i. water blasting in the 40’s and early 50’s sand blasting would never had became the big industry it did.  Fifty years later water blasting for surface prep is a big business.

I didn’t count heads but it seemed to me depending in the subject we would actually get over 100 people at a meeting. Getting the partners out has always been a problem and maybe it’s because there is more in house training.  I was a contractor from ’72 to ’76 and my guys usually had an excuse not to attend.  Even the I.M.I. has closed the Houston Meetings for each of participation so maybe T.V. has an affect. 

The Baton Rouge and Beaumont Coating Societies have come and gone so it is due to the dedication of the Board of Directors that the Houston Group is still a viable organization.  If the users, suppliers and applicators continue their support the Coating Society will continue and flourish far another 50 years.

One of the most dramatic presentations I remember was Joe Wrench’s use of paint thinners.  Joe was a very entertaining speaker and by mixing different liquids together produced a mess that would make a maggot vomitt.  A lot of the old time painters would paint over thin paint especially during cold weather and would use varsol or VMP naptha and didn’t realize those thinners were not incompatible with the newer coatings.

Ed Oakes told us we could sandblast 40 hours a week for seven years before there was a chance to get silicosis.  Jim Bennett pointed out that ungraded river sand would leave dust in the anchor profile that would result in premature coating failure.  Also using 120 p.s.i. air for blasting was not acceptable.

Other applicators could tell you their experience with different coatings, for example too thick of a coat of inorganic zinc would mud crack.  Also a source for clean up solvents, that was cheaper than the thinners furnished by the paint manufactures. 

Sandblast nozzles were improved and cool air fed helmets were introduced. Airless spray and hot airless came along and everything was improving. Plants were expanding so there was plenty of work for a good hand.  The 50’s and 60’s were great years.

The Coating Society and also the I.M.I. were a big benefit to me as I could always call someone who knew something about something or refer me to someone who did.  They were talking libraries that were as close as the telephone.  Good luck for the next 50 years.

I still go to the meetings because I know I’ll get a balanced meal and also they have great desserts.

Mr. Dick Paseman, 

We would like to thank you for the inspiration, support and most of all your persistence on what we have titled “The Dick Paseman Project”. Our intent is to, at your request, collect information/articles from the members about their history with the society and reasons they remain faithful members. This project will be perpetual in nature and will hopefully be something the members are able to enjoy many years to follow.

We have also started an archive project in your honor of which we plan to accumulate and store society photos, articles, historical documents, etc. 
You have been a society mentor with over 50 years of service and for this we are extremely thankful. Again thank you for your high level of commitment. We love you Dick Paseman!

The Board of Directors & Members of the Houston Area Coating Society
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